PERMITSFOR BASEMENT
FINISHING

Permit Requirements:

A building permit isrequired. Separate
permits are required each for any Plumbing,
Heating or Electric work performed.

Permit Fees:

The building permit fee is based on the
project’ s construction value and is designed
to cover the cost of aplan review and the
field inspections that will be done during
construction. The building inspector
performs a plan review in order to spot
potential problems or pitfalls that may arise.
The inspector will make notes on the plan
for your use. Construction inspections will
be performed during the construction project
to insure code compliance and the materials
you use are installed safely. The plan
review and inspections are not designed to
be a guarantee of the work, but are done to
provide a reasonabl e degree of review and
observation so the project will be successful,
safe and long lasting.

Information Necessary When Applying
For A Building Permit:
Two sets of construction plans are required
to be submitted showing the basement
layout and indicating the use of each room,
proposed walls, doors and windows.

General Code Requirements:

e Bottom wall plates shall be treated

e Enclosed storage areas under stairs shall
be finished with 1/2" gypsum wallboard

e Habitable space shall be provided with
an egress window unless one exists or
provided in bedroom

e Each bedroom shall be provided with
and escape window having the
following:

0 Minimum openable area of
5.7 square feet (821 g. in.)

0 Minimum clear opening
height dimension of 24 in.

0 Minimum clear width
dimension of 20 in.

o Finished sill height not to
exceed 44 in.

e Egress windows below grade shall be
provided with awell minimum clear area
of 9 sg. ft. with adimension of 3 ft.

e A permanent ladder installed if window
well exceeds 44 in. to grade.

e Smoke detectorsinstalled in each
bedroom and hallway adjoining a
bedroom. Smoke detectors shall be
wired to the dwelling’s main power
supply.

e Smoke detectors shall beinstalled in the
existing portions of the dwelling as
required by current code. Detectors may
be battery operated.

e Minimum headroom is 7 ft. Projections
for beams and doorways may be 6'8”.

General Code Requirements (cont’d):

Water closets shall be centered in aclear
space of not less than 30 inches in width
and have a clear space in front of the
water closet of not less than 24 inches.
Water closets shall be 1.6 gallon flush
An approved anti-scald valve shall be
installed in new shower or shower/bath
installations

Fiberglass insulation shall be protected
from masonry or concrete walls with a
moisture barrier from floor to exterior
grade

Ventilation must be provided for
bathrooms

Clearances must be maintained for
furnace venting, etc.

Access must be maintained for furnace,
hot water heater, softener, water meter
and other equipment requiring
maintenance or repair

Electric panels cannot be located in
closets and must maintain 3 ft. clear
workspace in front of the panel




Required Inspections:

e Framing prior to insulation being
installed and after Electric, Plumbing
and Heating rough-in inspections have
been performed

e Insulation after vapor retarder (if
required) isinstalled and prior to
gypsum board installation

e Final inspection after Electric, Plumbing
and Heating final inspections

Additional Inspections Required
e Plumbing rough-in and final
e Electric rough-in and final
e HVAC rough-in and final

Electric Information:

e Oneoutlet on every wall over 24”

e Maximum distance between outletsis 12
ft.

e At least one fixture or switched outlet
shall be provided in bedrooms

e Outletsin bedroom shall be arc-fault
protected

e Rough-in inspection conducted after
outlets and fixtures are wired to the box,
but not connected

Electric inspections:

Can be arranged by calling Peter Tokle
Monday through Friday

7:00 am.- 8:30 am.

(763) 754-2983

Why Building Permits?

A building permit gives you legal permission to
start construction of a building project in
accordance with approved drawings and
specifications. Building permits are very
beneficial to you and your community. By
working with a code official, you will benefit
from their knowledge of the building codes to
ensure your construction project is built right,
will be safe and will last. Safe construction
practices help protect you, your family, your
friends and your investment. Be sure to get your
local code official involved with your project,
because the building department is on your side.

What are the benefits of having a building
permit?

Increased Value -- Your home or business is an
investment. If your construction project does not
comply with the codes adopted by your community,
the value of your investment could be reduced.
Property insurers may not cover work done without
permits and inspections. If you decide to sell a home
or building that has had modifications without a
permit, you may be required to tear down the
addition, leave it unoccupied or do costly repairs.

Protects -- A property owner who can show that code
requirements were strictly and consistently met, as
demonstrated by a code officid's carefully
maintained records, has a strong ally if something
happens to trigger a potentially destructive lawsuit.

Ensures Safety -- Your permit also allows the code
official to protect the public by reducing the potential
hazards of unsafe construction and ensuring public
health, safety and welfare. By following code
guidelines, your completed project will meet
minimum standards of safety and will be less likely
to cause injury to you, your family, your friends or
future owners.
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